Caprock Beekeepers Association
CBA Certified Program

The CBA Certified* Program, available within an 80-mile radius of the Lubbock City Hall at 1625 13th St. Lubbock,
TX 79401 (LBK Hub City) is a voluntary initiative that allows Caprock Local beekeepers to demonstrate compliance
with the requirements of the CBA Certified* Standard by verifying their honey sourcing practices directly.

The CBA Certified* program was created with a distinctive framework that encourages transparency, open
participation, and accountability. It involves direct onsite inspections to verify the location of apiaries for Caprock
Local honey production in the “West Texas Caprock” area. In 2024, the Caprock Beekeepers Association Board of
Directors launched CBA Certified* to address the problem of honey being sold in the West Texas Caprock area as
“local” despite being sourced from up to 600 miles away from LBK Hub City.

The Caprock Beekeepers Association is convinced that West Texas consumers desire products with clearly
identified origins. To meet this demand, the CBA Certified* program was established, ensuring fully traceable, CBA
Board-verified, authentic Caprock Local honey. The CBA maintains that any honey sold as Caprock Local in the
West Texas Caprock area should be sourced from hives within an 80-mile radius of LBK Hub City throughout the
entire year.

The Caprock Beekeepers Association is dedicated to fulfilling the demand of West Texas consumers for
transparent raw honey origins. Their certification, CBA Certified*, guarantees fully traceable, Board-verified,
authentic honey sourced within 80 miles of the LBK Hub City area. According to their policy, any honey labeled as
“CBA CERTIFIED* LOCAL HONEY” should be sourced from hives located year-round within an 80-mile radius of
LBK Hub City.

CBA Certified™* is granted by CBA Board of Directors only to honey sourced from Caprock Local Hives located year-
round within an 80-mile radius of LBK Hub City.

CBA Certified™* is overseen by the Caprock Beekeepers Association Board of Directors and an approved committee
of CBA beekeepers within an 80-mile radius of LBK Hub City.

LEGAL DISCLAIMER

PLEASE BE ADVISED THAT CBA CERTIFIED* DOES NOT AUDIT ANY OTHER LABEL CLAIMS OF ANY PARTICIPANT
(OUTSIDE OF THE USE “CBA CERTIFIED*”) AND DOES NOT CERTIFY HONEY AS PESTICIDE FREE. THE AUDITS
THAT ARE CONDUCTED ON BEHALF OF CBA CERTIFIED ARE SOLELY FOR THE USE BY AND BENEFIT OF CBA
CERTIFIED* TO VERIFY THE PHYSICAL LOCATION OF THE PARTICIPANT’S APIARY AT THE TIME OF THE AUDIT AND
ARE NOT DESIGNED TO PROVIDE A GUARANTEE OR ASSURANCE AGAINST ANY ACTIVITIES, PRACTICES,
PROCEDURES OR BEHAVIORS THAT MAY TAKE PLACE BETWEEN ANY SUCH AUDITS. ANY AND ALL LABEL CLAIMS
ARE THE SOLE RESPONSIBILITY OF INDIVIDUAL BEEKEEPER OR ENTERPRISE. CBA CERTIFIED INDICATES
COMPLIANCE WITH THE CBA CERTIFIED PROGRAM, DESCRIBED BELOW, AND NOTHING MORE.
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1.0

Participants and their responsibilities

Participant

Responsibility

1.1

CBA Board of
Directors (CBA Board)

Establish and maintain the standards for certification

Assign, seal and record CBA Certified Seal Number

Maintain proprietary published list of CBA Certified Beekeepers

Facilitate Appeal Process for termination of CBA Certified Beekeeper
Membership

Appoint/Review Committee Chair Position in February CBA Board Meeting

1.2

CBA Certified
Beekeeper Member

Produce and sell authentic honey directly from their own operation within an
80-mile radius of LBK Hub City.

Maintain a yearly Caprock Beekeepers Association membership

Acquire and provide TAIS Brand

Acquire and provide Texas Beekeeper Registration

Adhere to DSHS Code 431

Adhere to Texas Agriculture Chapter 131

Adhere to CBA Certified standards

Maintain hives stamped/branded or otherwise permanently marked with
TAIS Brand for identification

1.3

CBA Certified
Committee
Chairperson (Chair)

Chairman of Committee — Appointed by CBA Board of Directors.

Position reviewed in February following CBA Board of Director Elections in
January.

Facilitate CBA Certified meetings separate of CBA monthly meetings.
Minimum 1 year CBA Club Member in good standing.

Communicate with the CBA Board: Acts as a spokesperson between the
Board and the Committee, reducing the gap between the two groups.
Ensure tasks are completed: The Chair is responsible for making sure that
agreed-upon tasks are carried out.

Preparing agendas: The Chair helps prepare agendas and ensures that all
necessary information is available.

Recording minutes: The Chair provides the minutes to all CBA Certified
Committee and CBA Board of Directors.

Oversee organizing and scheduling hive inspections.

Encouraged to attend CBA Board Meetings but not required.

Resignation from the position of Committee Chair should be formally
submitted to the CBA Board of Directors, accompanied by a courtesy notice.
Committee Chairs may nominate potential successors.

Nominated successors will be taken into consideration by the CBA Board of
Directors.

Location Inspection forms should be submitted quarterly upon completion.
Every form requires a signature from the Chair and at least one committee
member. Inspection forms shall be completed in full, except for the CBA
Certified Seal Number, which the CBA Board will provide.

Notify acceptance or denial of CBA Certified Application via CBA official
email: caprockbeekeepersassociation@gmail.com

1.4

CBA Certified
Committee

Current CBA Club member in good standing.

Comprises an odd number of CBA Members including the Committee Chair.
Ideally will be established with a minimum of three to five members.
Minimum 1 year CBA Club Membership required.

Conduct initial inspection to certify new participants

Yearly announced inspections to re-certify participants
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An unannounced inspection is permissible if there is a justified need.
Assist with the appeal process, which could lead to the termination of CBA
Certified Beekeeper Membership and CBA Membership.

Quarterly meetings however, additional meetings may be convened as the
Chair deems necessary.

2.0 Terms and Definition

2.1 'Annual Audit: Once a CBA Club beekeeper achieves certification, they will undergo an annual
Location Inspection, which can be either announced or unannounced, to verify that their apiary is
within an 80-mile radius of LBK Hub City. Unannounced inspections may be conducted by visual
observation without entering private property, provided the apiary is visible from outside. These
inspections are part of the audit process to maintain CBA Certified participation.

2.2 2Caprock Local: Includes any terms referencing the West Texas area including but not limited to
Caprock, West Texas, Lubbock Area

2.3 3Caprock Local Hive: Beehive owned or managed by the beekeeper year-round, in a traditional
manmade beehive box within an 80-mile radius of LBK Hub City. Hives shall be stamped/branded or
otherwise permanently marked with TAIS Brand

2.4 4Caprock Local Honey: By CBA Certified* standards, Caprock Local honey consists of honey made
from nectar collected from flora within an 80-mile radius of LBK Hub City with or without comb in
beehives located year-round within an 80-mile radius of LBK Hub City.

2.5 SCBA: Caprock Beekeepers Association aka CBA Club

2.6 8CBA Certified Annual Fee: An annual fee assessed to a CBA member, allocated for the maintenance
of the standards, CBA Certified Seal, and associated marketing materials. CBA Members will be
required to purchase a separate CBA Certified application and/or recertification

2.7 ’CBA Certified Beekeeper Member/Membership: For the purpose of this document, Member includes
a CBA club member that has registered and been approved into the CBA Certified Program.

2.8 8CBA Certified Inspection Form: Official document to record CBA Certified Inspections. It shall
include CBA Member NAME, Physical Address of apiary(s), TAIS Brand number, CBA Certified Seal
Number. These are all considered Proprietary Information not to be released to the public.

2.9 °Certification: Confirmation by CBA Board of Directors of the compliance to the CBA Certified
Standards.

2.10 "Certification Trademark: Means the letters and words “CBA Certified” and the logo depicted in CBA
Certified* “Terms of Use”.

2.1 "Falsification of Records: Any falsification of records is considered a critical nonconformance and
will result in immediate loss of CBA Certification, CBA Club Membership, and any applicable legal
action may be taken.

2.12 2Full Calendar Year: January 15 through December 31%

2.13 SLocation Inspection: The initial and annual visual proof of beehive bodies with a TAIS Brand
positioned on land within the 80-mile radius of LBK Hub City. This inspection does not include any
internal hive inspections. The sole purpose is to verify location of a beehive on a piece of land.

2.14 YLBK Hub City: Point of reference identified as Lubbock City Hall at 1625 13th St. Lubbock, TX 79401

2.15 "SParticipating Beekeeper: A Caprock Local Beekeeper who retains a Certification of Participation.

2.16 '8Standards: Means the rules and procedures contained in this document, and include the CBA

Operating Agreement and any modification, variation, or replacement of these documents.
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Participation

3.0 Participation for Beekeepers

3.1 Beekeeper: Primary producer with direct ownership or control of honey production (beehives).
1. Caprock Local Beekeepers means a beekeeper that:

A. Sells or distributes the honey or honeycomb that the beekeeper produces either
personally or with the help of direct staff in their enterprise.
B. Only sells or distributes honey or honeycomb:
i. thatis produced from a hive that is:
1. located in 80-mile radius of LBK Hub City; and
2. owned and managed by the beekeeper
ii. thatis pure honey as defined by Section 131.001, Agriculture Code, and
that is raw and not blended with any other product, or otherwise
adulterated

3.2 Registration and Participation

3.2.1 Registration requires current CBA Club Membership

3.2.2 Complete a registration form and submit it to Caprock Beekeepers Association to become a
certified participant. CBA CERTIFIED REGISTRATION

3.2.3 CBA Membership, CBA Certified Registration and full payment of both is required to have
Beekeeper name/logo posted on the CBA Certified page on the CBA website.

3.2.4 Provide CBA Board Members or designated CBA Certified Committee, reasonable access to
Caprock Local apiary for the purpose of confirming compliance with these rules.

3.3 Follow CBA Certified Standards

3.3.1 To obtain and maintain Caprock Local Honey and Caprock Local Hive requirements: The
Beekeeper Member may only use the CBA Certified Logo on pure honey (with or without
honeycomb) made by bees owned or managed by the CBA Certified Beekeeper Member’s Hives
located year-round in the 80-mile radius from LBK Hub City.

3.3.2 Produce and sell honey in accordance with 25 TAC 229.210 Subchapter N, Texas Agriculture
Code, Title 6, Chapter 131, Bees and Honey, Subchapter E, Labeling and Sale of Honey and Texas
Health and Safety Code 431.

34 Non-Compliance

3.4.1 Any Beekeeper Member that is not following the CBA Certified Standards

3.5 Confidentiality and Non-Disclosure

3.5.1 No proprietary information of individual CBA Certified participants shall be shared outside of
the CBA Board of Directors or designated Committee established for the CBA Certified
program.

3.5.2 Proprietary information includes apiary physical location.

3.5.3 CBA Board of Directors, CBA Certified Committee Inspector and each CBA Certified
participant shall sign a Confidentiality and Non-Disclosure Agreement to protect the
confidential and proprietary nature of any information.

3.6 Denial of CBA Certified Membership

3.6.1 The rejection of a Beekeeper into the CBA Certified Membership for failure to meet any one of CBA
Certified Standards

3.6.2 The Beekeeper may follow the Appeal Process to request official review of decision. (3.8.2)

3.7 Suspension or Withdrawal of CBA Certified Use

3.7.1 The permission for a Beekeeper to use the CBA Certified Logo will be suspended if such

Beekeeper’s Membership is suspended; and/or withdrawn, or not renewed. Conditions for
suspending or withdrawing a Beekeeper’s permission to use the CBA Certified Logo include (but
are not necessarily limited to):
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3.7.2

Suspension if the Beekeeper breaches or fails to comply with these rules;

Withdrawal if the Beekeeper uses the CBA Certified Logo in a way that, in the opinion of
CBA is detrimental to the CBA Certified or CBA as a whole, is misleading to the public or
otherwise contrary to law

w >

3.7.3

Upon termination of a Beekeeper’s CBA Certified Membership, any goods, products, packaging,
containers, stationery, publicity materials and all other such items bearing or indicating the CBA
Certified Logo shall, at the Beekeeper’s expense, be removed or disposed of. The Beekeeper shall
also return to CBA the CBA Certified Logo materials and scrub any online media containing the
CBA Certified Logo.

3.7.4

Upon withdrawal or during any period of suspension of a Beekeeper’s Membership, the Beekeeper
shall not, without the consent of CBA, sell, or expose for sale, any goods, products, or services
bearing the CBA Certified Logo.

3.7.5

Transfer of Authorization for CBA Certified Logo and use of the Logo is not permitted.

3.8

Appeal Process

3.8.1

CBA Certified Chair shall give Beekeepers written notice of its decision to deny, suspend or
withdraw the Beekeeper’s CBA Certified Membership and shall provide together with such notice
a copy of its appeals procedures to the email address provided by the Beekeeper.

3.8.2

A Beekeeper may appeal against a decision to deny, suspend or withdraw its Membership. Written
notice of an appealis required to be received by CBA Board of Directors within seven calendar
days of the date of the written notice of denial, suspension or withdrawal including the grounds
upon which the appeal is based. Appeals should be submitted electronically via online Google
Form (link inserted here)

3.8.3

After receiving the notice of appeal, CBA Certified Chair should either:

3.8.4

Give notice to the Beekeeper within seven calendar days of official appeal that it has reversed in
decision to deny, suspend or withdraw the Beekeeper’s Membership; or

3.8.5

Refer the appeal for CBA Board of Director review in the next scheduled Board of Directors
meeting which occurs the second week of the month.

3.8.6

The CBA Certified Chairman and/or CBA Certified Inspector shall join the CBA Board of Directors
Meeting to review the appeal for final decision.

3.8.7

CBA Board may from time to time alter these rules or make new rules, but no such alteration or
new rules shall affect the use of the CBA Certified Logo by a Beekeeper Member until 30 calendar
days have expired from the date of alteration, new rules are first published by CBA in a
publication, on an internet website maintained by CBA Board or verbal notice during a public CBA
Club Monthly Meeting.

3.9

Terms of Use - CBA Certified Logo (Terms of Use)

3.9.1

Full Terms of Use will be provided to CBA Certified Participating members as applicable. This will
include Colors & Typography, Clear Space, Minimum Size, Proportionate Size, Artwork, and
Ownership Terms. A current and signed copy must be possessed by CBA Certified Beekeeper
before use or application of CBA Certified Trademark.

3.9.2

The CBA Certified logos may not be used in any manner which misrepresents the relationship of
the authorized CBA Certified participating member with the CBA Certified program.

3.9.3

The CBA Certified logo is for use by CBA Certified Members only who have successfully
completed a CBA Certified audit.

3.94

Ownership of the CBA Certified Name and Logo Use — CBA Certified Members shall have the right
to use the CBA Certified logo upon and for the duration of participating Membership, as specified
in the full Terms of Use in this document.

3.9.5

The artwork used in the application of the CBA Certified logo shall be supplied by CBA and follow
the graphics Terms of Use as specified within this document (including product application, color,
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size and clear space guidelines). The color, font, size guidelines cannot be altered, combined with
other graphics or words, animated, or proportionately changed.

3.9.6 The CBA Certified logo may not be applied to manufactured products of any nature. Products
which blend sweeteners, flavors, or ingredients other than honey may not bear CBA Certified logo.

3.9.7 We allow CBA Certified participating members to have access to our logo for the purpose of
indicating their relationship with and successful participation in the CBA Certified program.

3.9.8 The CBA Certified logos shall not be used in any manner which reflects negatively on the CBA
Certified program, CBA or any members participating in said organizations.

3.9.9 The CBA Certified logo shall be used correctly to protect the integrity of the logos and the program.

3.9.10 Translation or localization of the CBA Certified logo is not allowed. The logos may be used in
English only.

3.9.11 The CBA Certified logo is for specific use by authorized CBA Certified® members to indicate their

relationship with, and successful participation in, the CBA Certified® program. The logo should
only be used on a member’s print or online creative, such as collateral evidence, labels, web sites,
point of sale and other materials.
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